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Livable Community in Northeast Thailand
FUBUBY MANSIUBBNLAYILHHUD

Livable Community in Northeast Thailand
is a five-year project launched by the Thailand
Environment Institute in 2004 with its own funds
as part of its social services commitment. In close
collaboration with the Population and Community
Development Association (PDA), the Institute is
supporting sustainable natural resources
management by two local government organizations
in Buriram province: Lam Sai Yong and Yai Yam
Wattana.

Lam Sai Yong's local government
organization has focused on biodiversity
management of its forests, with technical and
research support provided by the Institute and
PDA. The community has surveyed and
documented the plant species on its 2,800-rai
forested area, and has formulated agreed rules

for community members to use and share forest

Meanwhile, Yai Yam Wattana's local

government organization formed an organic farming
group fo produce organic fertilizer for rice. In
2007 the group took a step further by developing
a database of organic rice farming practices to help
disseminate shared knowledge and a membership
database to allow comprehensive monitoring of
organic farming. Some of the group's members
received training as inspectors of organic farming
quality to ensure the safety of their produce. The

group's farming practices have garnered support

)
. g resources sustainably. It has now become a model from the provincial government, who financed
-':":T‘—;’ of good practice for six adjacent local government a roadshow of their organic rice production in
:”% organizations, who co-developed their own plans Bangkok.

%_ in 2007 to conserve adjoining forests and adopted

o

common rules of sharing forest resources sustainably.
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Environmental Governance

of Maptapud Industrial Zone in Rayong Province
355 AN ATILINADN ﬁuﬁqmmﬁnsmmmmﬂ 2.52804

|

1 2550

s19vuUs

Inaning
_ wamsuUs:iusssfuadonondn asons
na:iaiolason1ssssinumadonandon nsrifng VUmIA
17 it

This is the second project supported by

TEI's Social Service Fund. The Access Initiative
(TAI) Thailand Coalition, led by TEI, together with
Social Science Research Institute, Chulalongkorn
University, Lawyer Council of Thailand, Civil Liberty
Society and a few independent researchers
collectively assessed environmental governance of
three plans which have guided the development
of petrochemical industries in Maptapud industrial
zone in Rayong province. The three plans of focus
included: 1) Petrochemical Industrial Development
Master Plan, the 3rd phase, 2004-2018, 2) Pollution
Reduction and Mitigation Action Plan for Rayong
Province, 2007-2011 and 3) Industrial and
Community Town Plan for Rayong Province, 2003,
amended in 2005 and 2006.

The researchers used TAI indicators (www.
accessinitiative.org) to assess environmental
governance by probing laws, government efforts,
effectiveness and capacity building of both officials
and people in promoting people's access to
information, participation in decision-making and

environmental justice. Findings and recommen-

dations are as follows,

With regard to general law, the 2007

Consitution guarantees citizens' rights to the
three access principles (access to information,
decision-making and justice). However, with
regard to specific laws, i.e., legislations, several
hindrances were founded. They include lack of
clarity regarding scope, definition, duration and
the use of officials' judgment.

The preparation of the Petrochemical
Industrial Development Master Plan was completed
in 2005 but has never been tabled to the Cabinet.
Although not yet approved, it was often served as
a reference fo support governmental plans (including
the town plan) for Maptapud area. In reality,
several new petrochemical industries continued to
arrive. During 2005-2007, environmental agency
reviewed as many as 25 environmental impact
assessment (EIA) reports for new industries to be
built in Maptapud (as of April 2008). Surprisingly,
the master plan does not include within it any plan
to manage the industrial pollution which could
result from the promoted industries. Moreover,
findings of a study on the area's carrying capacity

have never been concluded.



It was therefore recommended that the

master plan be updated and encourage people's
access to information and decision-making
process to implement the Principle 10 of the Rio
Declaration, which declares that the state should
promote people's access rights. It was also
recommended that a pilot independent
environmental organization (Article 67, second
clause, of the 2007 Constitution) in a form of a
committee be established to review EIA reports
and that a multi-stakeholder management
committee appointed to oversee the overall
development of the area in question.

Findings from the assessment of the
Pollution Reduction and Mitigation Action Plan
for Rayong Province led to the recommendations
that the authority should immediately improve its
public communication work as very few people
are aware of the plan and get involved. In addition,
it is important to increase the capacity of the
officials at all levels -- central, provincial and
local, in disseminating information and promoting
public participation. In preparing a policy or plan,
both the representation and direct participation
approaches should be used to forge a meaningful
participation of local residents. Likewise, various
proactive public communication techniques
suitable for each target group should be developed

with special attention paid to the underprivileged

such as the poor, the elderly, aliens and local fishers.

With regard to the Industrial and Community
Town Plan for Rayong Province, it was found that
officials have attempted to disseminate information.
However, there was no information regarding
development options. The Town and Country Planning
Act, 1975 centralized decision authority at the
national town and country planning board. And
whereas the law requires a minimum of one public
hearing in the planning process, in reality only
one public hearing was organized, which proved
to be insufficient. Most importantly, complaints of
the impacted persons did not bear any impacts

on the final decision.

Recommendations included, but not

limited to, the following. Different development
options considered in the planning process
should be made available to the public. The Town
and Country Planning Act should be amended
in the following areas: the selection process of
the board's members, member composition and
authority of the board, people's participation in
the planning process, complaints review process,
and appeal procedure. The term 'stakeholder’
should be redefined to encompass not only the
land owners but also impacted persons, direct
and indirect. Strategic environmental assessment
(SEA) should be prepared and reviewed before a

new town and country plan is prepared.
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