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Environmental Governance: Expansion in Asia
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As the Southeast Asia leader of The Access
Initiative (TAI), Thailand Environment Institute has
collaborated with civil society organizations in the
region in using the TAI methodology to assess
environmental governance. From 2007 in
particular, the Institute has worked to extend
and consolidate TAI in Cambodia and Yunnan
province of China under the project Towards Good
Environmental Governance and Sustainable
Development in Asia: Building the Capacity of
Civil Society Organizations through The Access
Initiative Assessments.

In Cambodia, a training workshop was
organized in Phnom Penh with the Fisheries Action
Coalition Team (FACT), the TAI coalition leader
in Cambodia, and other partners and advisors.
Meanwhile, a TAI Yunnan coalition was established
and partners identified after the TAI staff of the
Institute met with several civil society organizations
and academics in Yunnan. Subsequently the
Institute, together with ICRAF China, organized
a TAI training workshop in Kunming, Yunnan. The

first Chinese and Cambodian TAI assessments

have since started with technical support from the
Institute and financial support from the Swedish
Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SENSA).

The Institute also hosted the first TAI Asia
Regional meeting in 2007 to update partners in Asia
on the status and successes of TAI implementation
within the region, as well as promote regional
advocacy and greater government engagement.
The meeting drew participants from Bangladesh,
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Nepal,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Yunnan of China
and Thailand Civil society participants from Lao
PDR expressed a strong interest in conducting a
national TAI assessment, while Vietnamese civil
society participants wanted to join Partnership
for Principle 10 (PP10) of the Rio Declaration.
Government representatives from Indonesia,
which joined PP10 in 2006, presented their
progress in implementing Principle 10, while
Indonesian civil society participants would invite
their local government organizations to join PP 10.
The meeting was financed by SENSA and the
World Resources Institute (WRI).
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Environmental Outlook Assessment Manual

for Asia-Pacific
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With support and collaboration from the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
Thailand Environment Institute developed
an Asia regional training manual on Integrated
Environmental Assessment (IEA) and Reporting
in 2007-08. The aim of the manual is to support
the use of IEA as a mechanism for informed policy
and decision making at national, regional and
global levels. It provides a customised guide for
the Asia-Pacific region, in particular developing
counftries, to strengthen their capacity in IEA.
Since the language and examples of the global
IEA manual developed by UNEP were somewhat
hard to understand, the main goal in developing
the regional manual was to reduce the process
and language burdens.

The manual was customized from Module
5 (Integrated Analysis of Environmental Trends and
Policies) of UNEP's Global Environment Outlook
(GEO) process. It describes good/best practices
in IEA and reporting in the Asia-Pacific region.
[EA is defined as the process of producing and
communicating policy-relevant information on
key interactions between the natural environment
and society. IEA covers not only the state of the
environment or an assessment of the environment,

but also policy analysis and assessment of human

Mekong Region Waters Dialogue
exploring water futures together

July 67,2006
WS, Iw“l J
wen P = E=E

Recommendations from the workshop were
incorporated into the final draft of the manual. The
manual will be distributed to various Asian and
Pacific countries, including focal point centres, to

promote implementation of IEA.

% environment interactions using the drivers-pressures
:-5,‘—(:) state-impacts-responses (DPSIR) framework.
:°§ The Institute also held a regional workshop

E_ in 2007 with 18 participants from eight countries

‘3 and two international organizations to introduce

and test a draft of the regional manual.
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Sustainable Development Policy Options for Asia
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Thailand Environment Institute has
regularly contributed to the study of sustainable
development on a regional basis. The focus of this
work is to identify strategic policy options for the
Asian region.

This work forms part of the project
Research on Innovative and Strategic Policy
Options-Promotion of Sustainable Development in
the Context of Asia Regional Economic Integration:
Strategies for Environmental Sustainability and
Poverty Reduction. It aims to help policymakers
in Asia find better solutions to sustainable
development challenges. A key partner is the
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
(IGES) of Japan. Thailand Environment Institute
has been responsible for producing strategic
policy options in the areas of sustainable

agriculture and waste management. Particular foci

important implications for trade, investment and
environment in Asia.

Before these two studies, the Institute
was involved in the study of promoting biomass
energy use, which formed part of the renewable
and recyclable energy component of the research.
This study produced strategic policy options for
lowering major barriers to biomass energy
development, and sought to apply these options to

the palm oil industry in southern Thailand.

% of the study include the development of organic
;___,,d'_(:, farming, which has a high potential in Asia, and
.MS the disposal of End of Life vehicles, which poses a
]

) . .

é- challenging long-term environmental problem for

o the region. The work in these two areas will have
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