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Abstract

Most local knowledge of mangrove management is tacit knowledge, carried in
people’s minds or shared collectively among group or community members. This study was
initiated by Department of Marine and Coastal Resources and conducted by Thailand
Environment Institute, sought to compile, analyze and categorize such knowledge, aiming to
create a systematic record which can be disseminated and put to practical use. The study was
based on eight participatory case studies of communities in different socio-economic and
geographic contexts in Thailand.

The study found that local knowledge of mangrove management is increasingly
absorbing and blending with outside knowledge. Some topics are restricted to certain
communities; others are common to several communities but may differ in detail from
community to community. Broadly speaking, local knowledge of mangroves which includes
knowledge, beliefs and practices can be divided into four interrelated categories: 1)
ecological knowledge; 2) knowledge on rehabilitating and preserving mangroves;
3) knowledge on mangrove sustainable uses; and 4) knowledge on developing community
organizations to manage mangroves.

The daily use of local knowledge plays an important part in adapting it to changing
conditions and ensures its persistence. Developing community organizations to manage
mangroves is another important mechanism for passing on local knowledge. To support the
use of local knowledge, government agencies and other concerned bodies should work
together to promote community mangrove management, develop local sources of knowledge,
integrate local knowledge into the education and research systems, and develop knowledge
management systems.

Key Words:

local knowledge of mangrove management, restoring and preserving mangroves,
mangrove sustainable uses, developing community organizations to manage mangroves.
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