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IGPN promotes green purchasing around the globe 
by coordinating those who take the initiative in 
implementing green purchasing towards sustainable 
consumption and production



MEMBER UPDATES

Å China Green Purchasing Network: Thematic conference held to enable the green 

and high-quality development in textiles industry

Å Japan Green Purchasing Network: Opened "find pack," a database of food 

products in environmentally friendly containers and packaging!

Å Thailand Green Purchasing Network : Thailand supports Bhutan and Lao PDR to 

develop Type I ecolabel certification scheme

Å Thailand Green Purchasing Network : Reinforces a leading organization in the 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ άaŀ-Rak-Kan (Let's conserve) for Sustainable 

tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜŜƴ [ŀōŜƭέ

Å Green Council: International Expert Workshop of the One Planet Network 

Flagship Initiative-Mainstreaming Circularity in the Construction Sector 

Leveraging the Power of Public Procurement ony 

Å Green Council: Global Forum on Buildings and Climate 7-8 March 2024 in Paris

Å TCO Development: Report Generator empowers organizations to track and 

target critical IT sustainability issues

Å ICLEI:  Public buyers take concrete steps toward sustainable & circular 

transformations at Procura+ Conference 2024

GLOBAL UPDATES ON SPP

Å 10YFP Advancing the  Sustainable Consumption and Production Agenda 

at the 6th UN Environment Assembly

Å International expert workshop of the One Planet Network Flagship Initiative: 

Mainstreaming Circularity in the Construction Sector Leveraging the Power of 

Public Procurement

Å Call For Proposals: Promoting Ecolabels and Sustainable Public Procurement In 

the Building and Construction Sector

Å EPA Proposes Criteria to Improve Carbon Emissions Reporting  of Construction 

Materials Under New Label Program 

IGPN FOCUS

Å IGPN Initiative Update: Pilot Testing of Green Purchasing Network Measurement 

Methodology Development

IGPN Secretariat
China Environmental United 

Certification Center
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Member updates

Thematic conference held to enable the green 
and high-quality development in textiles industry

Thematic conference of inspection and certification enabling green, 

environmental protection and high-quality development textiles industry was held 

with the aim to promote the green and high-quality development of textile 

industry, hosted by Jiangsu Provincial Department of Industry and Information 

Technology, Wuxi Municipal Bureau of Industry and Information Technology, China 

Environmental United Certification Center (CEC), and Nanjing Customs Textile 

Industry Product Testing Center more than 200 participants from government 

institute, associations, universities, and companies attended the meeting.

During the meeting, a total of 8 companies was taken a signing ceremony of 

ecological products - textile products, which marked the official launch of the 

ecological product certification program. This meeting helped companies to better 

understand the mechanism and policy on how green products promoted and 

adopted by relevant stakeholder from government, business and consumers as 

well, which will advocate the textile industry to actively explore green and low-

carbon development models.

 

http://www.mepcec.com/xwzx/zcxx/2024/11752.shtml
http://www.mepcec.com/xwzx/zcxx/2024/11752.shtml
http://www.mepcec.com/xwzx/zcxx/2024/11752.shtml


Opened "find pack," a database of  food products in 

environmentally friendly containers and packaging!

In Japan, the Law for Promotion of Recycling of Plastic Resources was enacted in 2022 to 

reduce marine plastic waste, promote recycling of plastic resources, and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. Although companies had been developing environmentally 

friendly products before the law was enacted, the enactment of the law has prompted 

industry associations to establish design guidelines for plastic products and local 

governments to consider the separate collection of waste from plastic products.

In 2009, GPN established the "Food (Processed Food) Purchasing Guidelines" and has 

been providing environmental information on processed foods through "Eco Products Net. 

In addition to these efforts, in order to promote awareness and understanding among 

businesses and consumers who purchase environmentally friendly food products, GPN 

opened a database "Find Pack" in March 2024, which compiles information on food 

products with environmentally friendly containers and packaging, using a subsidy from 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, and held a webinar to raise awareness. 

The "Find-Pack" database is a database that compiles information on food products in 

environmentally friendly containers and packaging.

The "Find-Pack" database allows users to select products from the perspective of 

environmental considerations, such as the use of lighter and thinner containers and 

packaging, recycled design, and recycled materials, and to search by business name or 

product category. Currently, about 100 products are listed on the "Find-Pack" website, 

including products with lighter containers and packaging, products using biomass plastic, 

recycled plastic, or forest certified paper as part of the material, and products with labels 

that are easy to peel off (listing fee: free of charge). We will continue to promote the use 

of environmentally friendly food containers and packaging by enhancing the database 

and providing information.

Screen shot of the άFind-Packέ website.

https://www.gpn.jp/foodpackage/search?cgid=8&cid=43


Thailand supports Bhutan and Lao PDR to 

develop Type I ecolabel certification scheme

Bhutanese and Laos delegates engaged in a comprehensive coaching program, gaining 

valuable skills and competencies crucial for the advancement of their certification 

agencies.

In January and February 2024, representatives from the Kingdom of Bhutan and the Lao 

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Democratic Republic (PDR) actively participated in the coaching programme for 

Green Label Certification Bodies implemented by Thailand Environment Institute (TEI). 

This was facilitated through a collaboration of the Thailand International Cooperation 

Agency (TICA) and DL½Ωǎ SCP Outreach in Asia ς The Next Five project. This trilateral 

cooperation represented significant progress in enhancing the certification capacities of 

the ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ partner countries.

The core objective of the initiative is to facilitate the establishment of Type I ecolabel 

certification processes within existing certification bodies in Bhutan and Lao PDR, 

fostering their transition towards sustainable practices and environmental stewardship. 

Through this programme, the delegates received direct mentorship from ¢9LΩǎ skilled 

experts in the development of product criteria and verification procedures over 2 weeks. 

They actively participated in these processes; gaining first-hand experience and essential 

insights during attended the technical committee and verification committee meeting 

and the site assessment.

Learn more at: https://www.tei.or.th/th/activities_us_detail.php?eid=2603; 

https://www.tei.or.th/th/activities_us_detail.php?eid=2697 
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https://www.tei.or.th/th/activities_us_detail.php?eid=2603
https://www.tei.or.th/th/activities_us_detail.php?eid=2697


Sustainability is an issue that the private sector is more aware of and 

paying more attention to. However, at the same time, conducting business 

for sustainability through the criteria of Green label is still limited for many 

reasons, such as creating awareness is not yet widespread. Raising 

awareness of the importance of environmental labels is still not enough. 

Including offers or incentives to support the use of environmental labels is 

not as favorable to the private sector as it should be. Therefore, the 

Thailand Environment Institute (TEI) reinforcing being a leading 

environmental organization that can be trusted and dependable, ready to 

drive proactive environmental management policies into practice in 

collaboration with the public, private and civil society sectors with the 

principles of good governance. 

Member updates

Reinforces a leading organization in the environment

through the campaign άaŀ-Rak-Kan (Let's conserve) for 

Sustainable Production and Consumption with Green [ŀōŜƭέ



Therefore proceeded to open a forum on the topic άaŀ-Rak-Kan (Let's conserve) 

for Sustainable Production and Consumption with Green [ŀōŜƭέ.  The 

representatives from leading public and private sectors such as the Pollution 

Control Department, the Comptroller General's Department, the Department of 

Climate Change and Environment, the Provincial Electricity Authority. Including the 

entrepreneur for the product line of construction materials, homes and living, 

office supplies and paper products, and automotive products to discuss and 

exchange opinions on the issue of Green label and businesses promotion in the 

direction of sustainable production and sustainable consumption both in terms of 

policy and practice. In order to develop green production or services practices by 

conserving natural resources in a balanced way leading to sustain environment for 

future.

However, the expectation is that changes will occur, especially in reducing climate 

change. Eventhough It may take time.  We just need to continuously and 

constantly communicate with everyone because the environment is not only a 

person's matter but of all people.

Learn more at: 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/5FVeQiHer8P7fati/?mibextid=qi2Omg 
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Reinforces a leading organization in the environment

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ άaŀ-Rak-Kan (Let's conserve) for 

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜŜƴ [ŀōŜƭέ

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/5FVeQiHer8P7fati/?mibextid=qi2Omg
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The Green Council has been given the honor of participating in a United Nations event to 

support the establishment of a commitment framework by offering their expertise, 

resources, and outreach efforts. This collaboration will take place on the 5th and 6th of 

March 2024, with a focus on the development of sustainable cities.

The workshop was organised by the One Planet Network Flagship Initiative, aimed to 

mainstream circularity in the construction sector through public procurement. Strategies 

discussed included setting emission-based targets, aligning whole-life carbon standards, 

and promoting transparent materials circularity, forming the basis for a sustainable 

procurement process. As a result of our discussion, we agreed that a successful 

implementation of sustainable public procurement (SPP) requires strong leadership. 

Governments can leverage their purchasing power to enforce compliance with existing 

legislation and use these initiatives as public policy tools to support national sustainable 

development goals. Meanwhile, we can develop an assessment frameworks and 

guidance to establish measurable and comparable assessment systems for governments 

and institutions. These frameworks identify indicators for reducing raw frameworks and 

guidance to establish measurable and comparable assessment systems for governments 

and institutions. 

Reviewing the engagement of government with stakeholders in Asia, it is clearly lacking a 

strong bonding between both parties. The Green Council hopes to create a lead more 

initiatives that advocates strong and continuous collaboration between governments and 

other stakeholders in Asia.

International Expert Workshop of the One Planet Network 
Flagship Initiative: Mainstreaming Circularity in the Construction 

Sector Leveraging the Power of Public Procurement
The Green Council has been invited by the United Nations to support in implementing the
10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production (10YFP),

as well as its Global Strategy for Sustainable Consumption and Production

Ms Linda WP HO, The Chief Executive Officer and, Ms Daphne CHAN, Project Officer of the Green Council were invited to 
attend the International Advisory Group Workshop held under the One Planet Network Flagship Initiative

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/37332/SPPICMG.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


The Buildings and Climate Global Forum 
was co-organized by France and the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
with the support of the Global Alliance for 
Buildings and Construction. The event 
brought together speakers, ministers, and 
high-level delegates worldwide, aiming to 
foster a renewed commitment to 
international collaboration. Its objective 
was to advance decarbonization and 
enhance resilience in the building sector, 
building upon the outcomes of the 28th 
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With ministries from different jurisdictions being involved in the value chain, they pledge 

to strengthen frameworks, mobilizing financial resources, and exchanging global solutions 

to effectively execute the Paris Agreement. This endeavor is crucial for addressing the 

sector responsible for 21% of greenhouse gas emissions and representing 55% of the 

world's wealth. It marks a momentous occasion for diplomatic efforts and climate action. 

To better understand conversations held in the forum, the highlights of the forum are 

below.

ÅHighlight the environmental impact of the buildings and construction sector and 

emphasise its crucial role in achieving climate goals

ÅEmphasise the significance of multi-level international collaboration in effectively 

addressing carbon emissions

ÅPromote cooperation and partnerships among international actors and organisations to 

accelerate the transition towards near-zero emission and resilient buildings

ÅExplore sustainable design practices, technological innovations, and solutions that can 

be implemented in the buildings and construction sector

Å Inspire policymakers to establish and implement policies that prioritize energy 

efficiency and resilience in buildings

ÅShowcase the Buildings Breakthrough as a complementary initiative that drives 

international collaboration for the decarbonization and resilience of buildings 

worldwide

The Green Council was showcased an innovative technology that employs minerals at 

construction site to create bricks to build. It does not only contribute to decarbonization 

but also a solution to build better but less. We are excited to explore project ideas and 

collaborate with other organisations.

Global Forum on Buildings and Climate 7-8 March 2024 in Paris

The Green Council was invited by both the Government of France and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) to participate as one of the international organisations.

The Global Engagement Planetary Sessions during the 
Buildings and Climate Global Forum 

Conference of the Parties (COP28). Concluded with representatives from 70 countries to 
adopt the Declaration de Chaillot.

https://www.unep.org/events/conference/buildings-and-climate-global-forum
https://globalabc.org/events/buildings-and-climate-global-forum



