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The Urbanization and Environment Program (UEP) holds
the view that urbanization is strategic to the sustainability
(or the lack thereof) of Thailand's economic, political,
environmental and cultural development. UEP conducts
policy and action research and holds consultations, seminars,
trainings and dialogues to promote good governance and

the empowerment of civil society, enabling people to
meaningfully participate in decision making processes that
will have impacts on the environment and people’s well
being at local, national, regional and international levels.
It also promotes partnership between the state and
non-state actors (business, academics, grassroots, CSOs,
mass media, etc.) to pursue sustainable and equitable
development within and outside Thailand. UEP employs
a participatory approach in all activities it undertakes.
The Program also implements projects on behalf of the
Thailand Cultural Environment Fund (Thailand - CEF).
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UEP Projects in 2005
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Implementation of Decisions of United Nations Environment Programme's

Governing Council in Thailand
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Implementation of UN Commission on Sustainable Development's
Strategy in Thailand
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Implementation of United Nations Environment Programme's Strategy in Thailand
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Report on Thailand's Environmental Security (Air, Water, Energy and Food)
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Contribution to Global Enwmnm&ntal Outlook 4 Report (GEO 4)
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Contribution to Greater Mekong Global Environmental Outlook Report (GMEO)
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Greater Mekong Sub-region Integrated Environmental Assessment/State of
Environment Report (GMS IEA/SoE Report)
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Thailand Waste Management Initiative: Collecting and Applying Good Practices:
A Case Study of Samut Prakarn Province
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WE United Against Noise Pollution
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Thailand Environmental Governance: Public Participation Indicators for
Thailand's Sustainable Development (The 3" The Access Initiative or
TAI Assessment in Thailand)
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A Town Plan for Livable Areas around Rama IV Bridge and Connected
Roads in Nonthaburi Province
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The 1" Sustainable Tourism Master Plan of Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (2005-2009)
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Thailand's Enwrnnmental Governance
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Urbanization and Environment Program (UEP) led a second
study to track the progress of public participation in
environmental issues in Thailand by using The Access
Initiative (TAl) methodology, during November 2004 and
March 2005 with financial support from the British
government (UK Gowvernment's Global Opportunities Fund).
This assessment included 22 cases, such as people's access
to information about bird flu, and public participation in
decision making of Seafood Bank project, water management,
Water Act and the improvement of Lan Chang and Mekong
Rivers for commercial navigation, etc. “Thailand's Coalition
for Good Environmental Governance" was established to
undertake the assessment. The Coalition comprises Thailand
Environment Institute (TEl), King Prajadhipok's Institute,
Sustainable Development Foundation, Project Policy Strategy
on Tropical Resource Base and experts from wvarious
organizations. An output of this 2™ assessment is a publication
enliled "Environmental Governance: Indicators for Public
Participation of the Year 2005" (in Thai), which is also
posted on TEI website. It is expected that the findings and
recommendations will contribute to policy changes in such
a way that they proactively ensure people's access to
information, decision-making and justice, and thus a
compliance with the deliberation of both Thailand's
Constitution B.E. 2540 and the Principle 10 of Rio Declaration.
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WE United Against Noise Pollution
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Thailand Cultural Environment Fund (Thailand-CEF) under
Thailand Environment Foundation (TEF) furthered a noise
campaign under a banner WE United Against Noise Pollution.
The target group is Thai youth, who, according to His
Majesty The King's birthday speech on December 4, 2004,
should take greater care of their listening habit. They had
been unaware of certain noise pollution, assuming that it
was a normal condition. Thus, negative impacts on their
health, mind, society and culture as a whole could occur.
The objective was to raise awareness of the target group
and concerned parties about noise pollution via information
dissemination. The campaign was a collaboration between
government and non-government sectors. They were
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), Department of
Environmental Quality Promotion (DEQP), Pollution Control
Department (PCD), Ministry of Public Health (MOP),
Otological Center: Bangkok Unit and Thailand Business
Council for Sustainable Development (TBCSD).Research
and survey were conducted to determine sound level in areas
popular with Thai youth, such as shopping complexes, and
discotheques. High schools were also included. Then, "All
Thais United Against Noise Pollution" camps to disseminate
the message and raise awareness about noise pollution
were organized, participated by students from twelve high
schools. Finally, a sustainable network of all stakeholders to
combat noise pollution was established. The resultant
activities were the development of the curriculum to
prevent and mitigate noise pollution and the formulation of
the determinants of appropriate sound level in shopping
complexes and discotheques.
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A Town Plan for Livable Area around Rama IV Bridge

in Nonthaburi Province.
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Due to dynamic growth and urban expansion of Nonthaburi city to the west
bank of the Chao Praya River, Nonthaburi Provincial Office cooperated with
Thailand Environment Institute (TEl) in studying possible environmental
impacts in the areas under the construction project of Rama IV Bridge. The
bridge will cross the Chao Praya river from Pakkred Penta-Junction on the
east bank to the west bank, where a network of roads will be connected to
the bridge. Without proper and efficient management and planning of land
use and public facilties, the construction project will inevitably cause drastic
growth on the west bank of the river with a number of problems. The river's
west bank is big and potential farmland. It is a residential area of rural and
traditional setting with good water resources and unigue culture of indigenous
communities. UEP study focused especially on the physical features of the
area and tried to find practical options in minimizing the negative impacts of
the environmental change in the area. The end result is the development of
the area into a pleasant, sustainable and livable community where the residents
enjoy a good quality of life and environment.
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he 1st Sustainable Tourism Master Plan of Bangkok
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In collaboration with Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA), UEP has studied and carried out the first five-year
master plan on tourism development of Bangkok. Along
with the dramatic growth of tourism industry, Bangkok has
witnessed the overexploitation of natural resources,
degradation of environment and an increase in ethical
problems. This study accordingly aims to promote tourism
in all social, cultural, economic and environmental aspects
and will be used as a strategic plan for all stakeholders within
the concept of sustainable development. It is anfticipated
that this plan will be consistently and effectively implemented.
Four main strategies of the master plan include;
1) conservation and development of tourism areas. 2) tourism
promotion 3) tourism management and 4) public participation
in tourism development. The Plan was prepared with a series
of meaningful consultations with all key stakeholders and
roles of relevant agencies defined. And as such, it is hoped
to ultimately fulfill the goal of sustainable tourism of Bangkok
and metropolitan areas in the long run.
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