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NRINUUINMSFINN aaDudunaaenIng

Thailand Environment Institute (TEI) set up social services
fund to provide financial support and its environmental
experlise to improve living and leaming standard of grass-root
communities. This is part of its commitment to shared
environment responsibility. It also marks the first time of the
institute to mobilize their own fund for social needs. TEI
social services presently focus on quality of life in both urban
and rural communities with the long-term goal of strengthening
foundation base of social sustainability.The social services
fund of TEl is now involved with one project : Livable
Community in MNortheast Thailand.
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Livable Community in Northeast Thailand

*zgwuﬁﬂ'mmagamaﬁ'aﬁu

The year 2005 was a year of progress of Thailand Environment Insfitute's Livable Community Project,
which has been conducted in Buriram province of northeastem part of Thailand since 2004 The
project is a collaboration between TE| and the Population Development and Association (PDA). It is
a synergy between a strong commitment of TEI in providing social services to promote sustainable
management of environment at grassroots level and rich experiences of PDA in improving quality of
life of rural communities. The targeted area is two local administrative organizations in Buriram province,
The first one is Lam Sai Yong local administrative organization in Nang Rong District. The second
one is Yai Yam Wattana local administrative organization in Chalerm Pra Kiat Disfrict. Participation by
people in rural communities and bottom-up approach are the two comerstones of the project, which
aims to encourage a participatory and integrated leaming process of rural communities in analyzing
their environmental problems. With that, they are expected to produce strategic and practical plans to
tackle the problems to achieve sustainable development for their communities. All these processes are
under the guidance of TEI and PDA. After analyzing the causes of environmental degradation and
the circumstances under which their local administration was working. Yai Yam Watltana community
came up with the project to produce organic fertilizer for integrated self-sufficiency, while Lam Sai Yong
community initiated a project to conserve *Don Jone Kok Rae”™ community forest and set up a network
to manage the forested area. All activities and tasks under the two projects have by now been
implemented and are, for the time being, evaluated by TEl and PDA. Besides, the two communities
have initiated two smaller projects to complement the two main ones. They are waste disposal
and landscape improvement, both of which are now being finalized.
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