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Title: Urbanization process of Hat Yai City

Authors: Asst.Prof.Dr. Chanisada Choosuk, Ms.Jitrawadee Thitinanthakorn,
Ms.Jutharat Rattanaphithakchon

Faculty of Environmental Management, Prince of Songkla University

The authors studied urbanization process of the Hat Yai city in Songkhla Province, southern Thailand. The study
reviews transformation processes driven by different factors in two periods and accounts forurban change in terms
of historical human settlement, urban and economic development plans and policies.The authors interviewed
representatives of local communities, particularly elderly, and local authorities for historical background and
observed changes in land use, infrastructure and economic activities. Key attributes were identified and discussed
as factors leading to the transformation of HatYai. These contributing factors broadly involve decisions of key actors
on infrastructure development and regional influence on economic activities.

Early settlements of Hat Yai communities were along the U-Tapao and Toey canals, as the low-lying floodplain
area was suitable for rice farming. The canals served as key transportation service. A historical record shows that
in 1909 Hat Yai was strategically chosen by King Rama the 5th to establish a southern railway junction, connecting
Thailand to Malaysia and Singapore. This was a pivotal moment for urban and economic growth of Hat Yai. The
connectivity led to an influx of Chinese traders and merchants migrating to and settling in the area east of the
mountain range Kor Hong along the railway line. As the Chinese community grew, decisions and influence on road
and infrastructure developments were to support thriving businesses. New roads and improved infrastructure in
turn increased economic activities and business areas began to expand outward. Housing projects, shophouses and
commercial areas started to increase along main roads. Hotels, retails and entertainment establishments were also
developed to support growing tourism industry.

Increased population and revenue led to upgrading of the Hat Yai municipality in 1995 to the largest type, City
Municipality, with an administrative area of 21 sqg.km. By 2013, there were 10 condominium buildings, 18 apartment
blocks, 7 department stores, 98 hotels and resorts, and 10 markets, along with 156 tour operators, all located
within the city municipality boundary. To accommodate for increasing economic and population growth, settlement,
housing and commercial projects spread over other administrative units beyond the Hat Yai city municipality.
However, areas chosen for investment and development are influenced by seasonal floods and flood disasters.
The study shows urban sprawl is greater in the southeast area of the city, in Kor Hong town municipality, where
the elevation is higher and floods cannot reach. The study also shows that insurgency in the three southern provinces
of Thailandis a critical factor in driving real estate development. Families from the three southern provinces invest
in second homes for safety reason and send their children to schools in and around Hat Yai areas. Private tuition
is also a factor in driving urbanisation, as families from other provinces would bring their children to Hat Yai for

better access to education.




Chanisada Choosuk, PhD

Lecturer, Faculty of Environmental Management
Prince of Songkla University
aricatogo@gmail.com

Assistant Professor Dr. Chanisada Choosuk has been working at Faculty of Environmental
Management, Prince of Songkla University, Hatyai, Songkhla, for over 20 years. She taught in
several M.Sc. and Ph.D. courses, including socio-economic, political and legal framework for
environmental management, environmental organisation administration, public policy in
environmental management, and environmental policy. Her main research theme has covered
the urban management, local governance, disaster management, and climate change adaptation
and mitigation. Apart from her work as a lecturer, she has also served as an expert for various

local government authorities in Thailand, for many years.
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