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Summary

Title: Urban expansion of KhonKaen City

Authors: AssocProfDr. Buapun Promphakping, Mr.Weerayuth Phothaworn

Research Group on Wellbeing and Sustainable Development (WeSD), Humanities and Social Sciences,
KhonKaen University

The authors studied the expansion of urbanised areas of KhonKaen City, using GIS, land use maps, and secondary
data, and investigated the implications of rapid urban change in selected Sub-district municipalities through
stakeholder consultation and focus group.Area within Ban Ped Sub-district Municipality is being transformed into
newly developed gated-community through housing projects. The authors studied social and environmental
impacts of new housing projects. Over 4,000 Rai in ThaPra Sub-district Municipality is designated for a new
industrial estate. The authors investigated expected changes that follow the establishment of the industrial park
and assessed the implications of urban changes.

In 1964, under the national development plan, KhonKaen was positioned as a secondary urban centrefor the
northeastern region of Thailand. It was set up to ease the population density and pollution of increasingly
congested Bangkok. KhonKaen city became a government administrative, financial and education hub. KhonKaen
University was also established in the same year, contributing to the growth of the city. With steady population
and economic growth, urbanised areas are beyond the administrative boundary of the KhonKaen City municipality.
The ringroad acts as a new urban boundary with housing and industrial development filing in the area within
the ringroad. The population is estimated at around 450,000 within the ring road. This includes registered
residents, domestic workers, and registered and non-registered migrant workers. With the industrial estate
development plan, speculative land prices have doubled, particularly around the university area, which is on
higher elevation and unlikely to get flooded. Other factors, including the infrastructure development plan for
dual track rail and road linking the East-West Economic Corridor, and the opening of trade border under the
ASEAN Economic Community plan, are also driving the economic and population growth of KhonKaen.

The study shows that while the majority of farmland within Ban Ped Sub-district municipality remains unchanged,
more local residents are working in the service sector to increase their income. With increasing housing projects,
the local residents are satisfied with improved basic infrastructure and services, such as water supply, communication
and internet access, but are concerned with increasing pollution, solid wastes, and congested road traffic. They
are also satisfied with increasing land value, but are concerned with decreasing green space and increasing ‘new’
residents moving into the area.

For the residents of ThaPra sub-district municipality, the industrial estate will also bring about improved basic
infrastructure and services, better access to healthcare, increased land value, new jobs at the factories, and
increased traffic congestion. The study shows that local residents are concerned changing land use that will
contribute to increased susceptibility to floods. More water could flow into residential areas, which are lower
than the industrial estate topography.



Buapun Promphakping, Assoc.ProfDr.

Director of Research Group on Wellbeing and Sustainable Development
Khon Kaen University

buapun@kku.ac.th

Buapun Promphakping is Director of the Center for Civil Society and Nonprofit Management
(CSNM) and the Research Group on Wellbeing and Sustainable Development (WeSD) in the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Khon Kean University, Khon Kaen, Thailand. His
expertise includes development sciences, wellbeing, civil society, gender, democratization,
tobacco control and the environment. His recently research report is “The Assessment of
Ecosystem Services: Changes and their Implication on Human Wellbeing” (2012). He is also
the co-author, with Jonathan Rigg and Ann Le Mare, of “Personalizing the Middle-Income
Trap: An Inter-Generational Migrant View from Rural Thailand,” published in World Development
in 2014.
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