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Summary

Title: A study project on capacity of urban communities to cope with disasters: A case study of KhlongWa
Community

Authors: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Jawanit Kittitornkool

Institute of Marine and Coastal Resources, Prince of Songkla University

Ms. Wichitta Uttamamunee, Ms. Sirimas Puwajarernpong

Faculty of Environmental Management, Prince of Songkla University

The authors assessed the capacity to deal with floods and identified root causes of vulnerability of low-income
households of Ban KhlongWa community, in terms of resources, assets and needs. Ban KhlongWa Community
is governed by Kor Hong Town Municipality, which borders the administrative area of Hat Yai City Municipality.
In the last two decades Hat Yai has rapidly urbanised. Economic growth and urban sprawlhave transformed Ban
KhlongWa from an agricultural community of 60 households in 1950s to 3,655 households in 2014. Up to 85% of
the community are working in business and service sectors. The authors assessed access to urban systems and
services of the low-income households and identified critical social issues and challenges of the community to
deal with crises.

Flooding is a key issue for Hat Yai. Large-scale flood control and protection infrastructure is invested to keep
the urban and economic centre of Hat Yai dry. Kor Hong municipality is outside of the flood protected zone and
the communities of Ban KhlongWa are faced with repeated floods annually. They also experienced citywide flood
disasters in 2000 and 2010 and believed that the flood was worse in the latter year because of additional flood
dykes built to protect Hat Yai city. This has caused some conflicts between the two municipalities. Flood risk
mitigation of Hat Yai city contributes to the marginalisation process of Ban KhlongWa. With little support from the
local government during the disaster, each household received 5,000 baht (approximately 166 USD) compensation
after the disaster in both years, despite the differences in flood damage and losses. In 2010, the flood level was
higher than 2 metres and new areas of Ban KhlongWa were also flooded.

The authors interviewed community members of low-income households and identified three issues critical for
coping capacity. These issues contribute to increasing vulnerability of urban communities. Drug addiction, debt and
unplanned pregnancy of youth are the three main concerns for the community. Drug addiction and gambling of
husbands driving women to work and singly support the whole families. Their income is often inadequate to
cover family expenditure, which 50% accounts for food costs. The area of Ban KhlongWa is increasingly more
urbanised, meaning that there is less or no space for growing their own food. With flood damage and losses and
only 5,000 baht provided for the recovery, low-income families get into more debt. Many get loans from loan shark
and informal systems with high interest rates due to easy access, but are unable to pay off their debt. Unplanned
pregnancy also adds burden to elderly women who have to provide financial and family support. Access to healthcare
is not a concern for many families, but aging and losing the ability to work are more critical. There are state funds
available, including Elderly Fund (for above 60 years old) and Disability Fund. There are also local funds available
for community members, including 500 baht per year for medical care and 500 baht per month from Kor Hong
Municipality Aid Fund. Despite availability and access to funding, income shortage is a concern. Low-income
families in urban areas are faced with increasing cost of living and flood losses.




Biography of author

Jawanit Kittitornkool, PhD

Vice-Director for Institute of Marine and Coastal Resources,
Prince of Songkla University.

jawanit@gmail.com

Asst. Prof. Dr. Jawanit Kittitornkool is a lecturer at Marine and Coastal Resource Institute,
Prince of Songkla University (PSU), Hat Yai, Songkhla. She earned a PhD in Development
Studies from University of Bath, England in 2000. Her Master's Degrees are in Social research
(University of Bath), Environmental Studies (University of Adelaide, South Australia) and
Sociology (Thammasart University, Thailand). Due to her long-standing involvements in social
activism in university clubs, as well as Thai and foreign non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
for a few years, her academic work focuses on gender & development, sodial learning & public
participation in natural resources & environmental management. In addition to some work
on women and environment in Southern rural and fishing communities, she has done a
number of action research on community-based natural resource management in Songkhla
Lake Basin communities, including a Participatory Action Research (PAR) project on rubber

agro-forestry systems in Songkhla during the recent years.
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